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INDIAN CAPITAL AVTS DISTRICT #4 
INDIAN CAPITAL TECHNOLOGY CENTER 

 
 

The Indian Capital Technology Center, Muskogee Campus, is celebrating 40 years 
of education excellence this year. The following is an over-view of the history of 
the district from 1967 to 2010. 

 
 
1967 

In 1967, meetings were held by community members to form a Vo-Tech district. Among those 

attending was Mort Glassner, a reporter for the Muskogee Phoenix and Times-Democrat 

newspapers which were owned at that time by Tams Bixby.  Glassner covered the story from the 

organizational meetings, the bond issues to the development and opening of the school.  It was in 

one of the early meetings when they were deciding on a name that he suggested the name 

“Indian Capital.” The committee decided on the name and it remains Indian Capital today. 

 

For a little background about how Indian Capital Technology Center got its name; I am including 

a newspaper article that was printed in the Muskogee Phoenix on Sunday, April 27, 2008, written 

by Jonita Mullins about Three Rivers History: 

 

Muskogee became ‘Indian Capital’ with Dawes Commission 

 

In 1887, Congress passed the Dawes Act with the intent of ending the reservation system among 

the Native American tribes in Indian Territory. The goal was to better assimilate Indians into the 

mainstream of American culture with the hope that the Indian Territory would then come into the 

Union as a state. 

 

To achieve this goal, the lands held in common by the tribes would be distributed to individual 

members of the tribe. Eventually, tribal governments were to be dissolved. 

 

On March 3, 1893, Congress formed a three-man commission – named the Dawes Commission 

after its chairman, Henry Dawes – to negotiate new treaties with the Five Civilized Tribes. The 

treaties would allow for the enrollment of tribal members with the intent of making individual 

allotments of land to those members. 

 

The three commissioners traveled extensively throughout Indian Territory to meet with tribal 

leaders. They kept temporary offices at McAlester and Muskogee while treaty negotiations took 

place. Once those were completed, however, the Commission chose Muskogee for its 

headquarters. 

 

Some have said it was this decision that established Muskogee as the “Indian Capital,” and the 

town was often referred to in that way. With the Dawes Commission here, literally thousands of 

individuals claiming Indian blood flooded into the Territory hoping to gain an allotment. Dawes 

Commission workers had to interview each one and examine any documentation they provided 

as proof of their Indian heritage. 
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Dr. F. B. Fite constructed a building for the Commission at the corner of Second Street and 

Okmulgee Avenue. Thousands of government employees came to Muskogee from nearly every 

state in the Union to work for the Dawes Commission. It has been said that during this time 

period, Muskogee had more government workers than any city except Washington, D.C.  

 

Ironically, the “Indian Capital” of Indian Territory had a permanent population that was largely 

white and African American. A census report for Indian Territory in 1894 stated that the 

Territory had a population of 178,097. Of this number, more than 70 percent of Indian Territory 

residents were not Indian. 

 

One of the most difficult tasks of the Dawes Commission was to determine exactly who among 

this population was entitled to an allotment of land. 

 

 
May  6 Election approved designating a district; 19 approved, 2 against 
 

Indian Capital Area Vo-Tech District No. 4 was formed in May of 1967 by an election of 

citizens in parts of Muskogee, Wagoner, McIntosh and Sequoyah counties to raise the quality of 

education for students, and to serve future employers and residents within the school district 
 
June  16 Zoning approved 
  

 
Sept  22 Name approved and board members elected 

The Board members elected were L.A. Rounds, Fort Gibson; George Easley, Coweta; W.G. 

Moffitt, Muskogee; B.J. Traw, Vian; E. W. (Eddie) Warrior, Muskogee. 
   

  Board of Education 1967-1972 
L. A. Rounds  (1967 – 1972) 
B. J. Traw (1967 – 1972) 
Gene Moffitt (1967-1976) 
E. W. Warrior (1967 – 1979) 
George Easley (1967 – 1992) 

 

 

Nov    17 Braggs annexed and approved 

 

 

1968 
July        1 In July 1968, the Muskogee School of Practical Nursing became a part of the district under the 

supervision of Dr. Karl Doss, Superintendent. The school was located at the Muskogee Regional 

Hospital.  

 Dr. Karl Doss, Superintendent (1968-1970) 

 Stella Wetz, RN, Director of Practical Nursing School. 
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 District Administration (1967 to Present) 
   

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

  1967-1992 George Easley 

1967-1979 E. W. Warrior 

1967-1976 Gene Moffitt 

1967-1973 B. J. Traw 

1967-1972 L. A. Rounds 

1972-1993 Leo Donahue 

1972-1992 Claude Harris 

1976-1994 Whitt Abbott 

1979-1987 H. E. Duncan 

1987-1998 Nathan Sams 

1992-1994 Bob Rolland 

1992- 2004 Jim Carson 

2004-2008 Roy Ogden 

1992-Present Roger Sharp 

1994-Present Budo Perry 

1995-Present Curtis Brackeen 

1998-Present Alexander “Bo” Springs 

2008-Present Jim Carson 

 

SUPERINTENDENT 

1968-1970 Dr. Karl Doss 

1970-1977 Gene Beach 

1977-1988 Chester Hendrix 

1988-1988 Curtis Brackeen, interim 

1988-1993 Dr. John Martin 

1993-1993 Curtis Brackeen, interim 

1993-1997 Dr. Joseph Robinson 

1997-1997 Jan Sheets, interim 

1997-2005 Dr. Earl Garrison 

2005-2005 Dr. Bill White 

2005-Present Tom Stiles 

 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

1970-  Louis Workman 

H. E. Duncan 

Harold O’Dell 

 

  BUSINESS MANAGER 

1972-2001 Carl Frazier  

2008-Present Tony Pivec  

 

TREASURER 

  2009-Present Carl Frazier 
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1969 
June In June 1969, Adair County and the remainder of Sequoyah County annexed to the Vo-Tech 

district 

 

July   01 The Muskogee School of Practical Nursing officially became a program under the direction of 

the Indian Capital Area Vocational Technical School on July 1, 1969. Since then, Indian Capital 

has become a vital force in the economic development of eastern Oklahoma. 

 

 

 

 

History of the Practical Nursing Program 

 

The Indian Capital Technology Center School of Practical Nursing was actually started in 1958. 

At that time it was known as the Muskogee General Hospital School of Practical Nursing. 

 

The school was first located at the Muskogee General Hospital.  In 1957 a General Obligation 

Bond was passed by the city of Muskogee to build a new hospital. 

 

In 1959, after the building was completed, the Practical Nursing program moved into the new 

building which is now Muskogee Regional Medical Center (MRMC). 

 

The school provided trained nursing personnel to area hospitals and health care organizations. 

The classroom was located on the first floor, across from the chapel. The hospital provided free 

meals for the students. Stella Wetz, RN, was director of the school. 

 

Helen Burnett, RN, was the first clinical instructor during the 1958-59 school year followed by 

Estelline Holcomb. 

 

Wetz called upon other professionals to help teach the students. Edna Rockefeller, RN, taught 

Ethics; Cecil Roark, Red Cross director, taught First Aide; Ruth Bowers, RPT, taught physical 

therapy; Edelle Weaver, the hospital dietitian, taught nutrition, and Mrs, Ray Meeks, who was in  

charge of the medical records department, taught medical terminology.  

 

Sept 26 Adair and Sequoyah counties annexation election approved 

 
 

1970 
Jan 29 Rezoning approved 
July  Gene Beach was hired as Superintendent and began on July 1, 1970. 
  Gene Beach, Superintendent (1970-1977) 
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1970 
August 24 The Indian Capital Vo-Tech District, Muskogee Campus, was officially open for 

classes on August 24, 1970 and the building was dedicated on November 8, 1970.   

 

 

Approximately 440 area students participated in fourteen programs which included 

Aero Mechanics, Air Conditioning & Refrigeration, Auto Body, Auto Mechanics, 

Business & Office, Carpentry, Data Processing, Drafting, Health Occupation, 

Machine Shop, Masonry, and Welding. There were 14 faculty members, 2 

secretaries, 1 business manager, and two maintenance employees including the 

practical nursing staff. The practical nursing program remained at the hospital. 
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Board of Education 
L.A. Rounds, President (Fort Gibson) 

George Easley, Vice President (Coweta) 

W. G. Moffitt, Clerk (Muskogee) 

B. J. Traw, Member (Vian) 

E. W. (Eddie) Warrior, Member (Muskogee)  

 

Administration 
Gene Beach, Superintendent 

Louis Workman, Assistant Superintendent 

Chester Hendrix, Counselor 

Herman Duncan, Counselor 

 

 

 Muskogee Campus 
  ADMINISTRATION 1970 TO PRESENT 

  Director/Principal (1970 to Present) 

 Chester Hendricks (1970-1977) 

Harold O’Dell 

Curtis Brackeen  

Wilson Fargo 

Jerry Belton 

Randy Craven, Director 

 

Assistant Director/Principal (1970-Present) 

Curtis Brackeen, Assistant Principal 

Lloyd Rott, Assistant Principal 

Wilson Fargo, Assistant Director 

Ron Curtis, Assistant Director 1995 -  

Robin Roberts, Assistant Director 

Joe Gordon, Assistant Director 

 

Counselors (1970 to Present) 

Chester Hendrix 

Herman E. Duncan, Counselor 

Alice Lowe 

Curtis Brackeen 

Nina Jayne 

Jeanie Ford 

Kathy Adair 

Jerry Kerr\ 

Sharon Billings 

Jennifer Rainbolt 

Al Sanger 

Kathy West 

Jennifer Rainbolt 
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1971 
Mar 26 Miller Washington annexation approved 
May 21 Haskell annexation approved 
 

1972 
  Board of Education 1972-1976 

Gene Moffitt (1967 – 1976) 
E. W. Warrior (1967 – 1979) 
George Easley (1967 – 1992) 
Leo Donahue (1972 – 1993) 
Claude Harris (1972 – 1992) 
 

In 1972 the Ozark Regional Commission obtained approval grants in the amount of $209,000 to 

construct the Indian Capital Area Vocational-Technical branch school for training at Stilwell 

and Sallisaw.  The Stilwell Campus serves Adair County and the Sallisaw Campus serves 

Sequoyah County.  A special grant of $124,526.50 was received from Ozarks Regional 

Commission for the construction of each school. The total cost of the two schools was $380,000 

and $321,000 for equipment. 

 

Zaroor & Davis, Muskogee, were architects for both branch schools and the contractors were 

Berner Construction Inc, Muskogee.  The buildings were 18,800 square feet with a capacity of 

148 students.  

 

The cost of the land for the Adair County Branch was $9,902.50.  Cost of the building was 

$208,673,42.  Improvement to the site cost $10,889.45. Cost of equipment, supplies and furniture 

was $67,000. 

 

   
April 28 Purchase of site approved 
June 22 Authorized to purchase site for Stilwell campus 
 

1973 
July  11 Oktaha election failed; Wainwright annexation election approved 
 

1974 
Feb 09 Dedication of facilities 
  Adair County Campus 
 

The formal dedication and Open House of the Stilwell Campus was held on February 9, 1974.   

 

Board members present  
Claude C. Harris, President (Muskogee)  

E. W. Warrior, Vice President (Muskogee) 

W. G. Moffitt, Clerk (Muskogee) 

George Easley, Coweta (Member)  

Leo Donahue, Fort Gibson (Member) 
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Past Board Members Present: 
L. A. Rounds, Fort Gibson  

B. J. Traw, Vian 

 

Administrators Present: 

Gene Beach, Superintendent;  

Louis Workman, Assistant Superintendent and Adult Education Director 

Chester Hendrix, Principal, Muskogee Campus  

Herman Duncan, Counselor and Director of Student Affairs 

Jerry Panter, Principal, Adair County Campus & Sequoyah County Campus 

 

Also present was Dr. Francis Tuttle, Director of the State Department of Vocational and 

Technical Education and the Assistant Director, Dale A. Hughey. The Honorable Clem 

McSpadden, Oklahoma U.S. Representative, 2
nd

 District, gave the Dedicatory Address. 

Other people participating the dedication included Boy Scout Troop #250, Cliff Hudgins, 

Superintendent, Stilwell High School, Claude Todd, President, Stilwell Foods Company, Tobe 

O’Neal, President, Chamber of Commerce, Stilwell, J. D. Johnson, President, Cherokee 

Industries. Participating High Schools and Superintendents were Bob Speir, Cave Springs, Cliff 

Hudgins, Stilwell; Dewey D. Young, Watts; and Dr. F. L. McBride, Westville. 

 

Faculty/Staff Members 

The first faculty members on the Adair County Branch campus was A. J. Powell, Air 

Conditioning & Refrigeration; Burlan Woods, Electricity; Virginia Green, Health Services 

Careers; Elwin Green, Masonry; A. J. Powell Coordinator; Saundra Miller, Secretary; and W. L. 

Lofton, Custodian. 

 

Administrators 1974 - Present 

Principal/Director 

Jerry Panter, Principal (1974-1984) 

James Simmons, Principal (1984-1985) 

David West, Director (1985-2003) 

Randy Martin, Director (2003 – 2004) 

Tony Pivec, Director (2004 – 2008) 

Dan Collins, Director (2008-Present) 
 

Feb 10 Dedication of facilities 

  Sequoyah County Campus 

Dedication of the Sallisaw Campus, the Sequoyah County Branch of Indian Capital Technology 

Center, was on February 10, 1974.  

Board members present : 

Claude C. Harris, President (Muskogee)  

E. W. Warrior, Vice President (Muskogee) 

W. G. Moffitt, Clerk (Muskogee) 

George Easley, Coweta (Member)  

Leo Donahue, Fort Gibson (Member) 

 

Past Board Members Present: 
L. A. Rounds, Fort Gibson  

B. J. Traw, Vian 
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Administrators Present: 

Gene Beach, Superintendent;  

Louis Workman, Assistant Superintendent and Adult Education Director 

Chester Hendrix, Principal, Muskogee Campus  

Herman Duncan, Counselor and Director of Student Affairs 

Jerry Panter, Principal, Adair County Campus & Sequoyah County Campus 

 

 

Dr. Francis Tuttle, director of the Oklahoma Department of Vo-Tech Education participated in 

the event. The main speaker was James E. Hamilton, president pro tempore of the Oklahoma 

State Senate.  Mayor Perry Wheeler, Sallisaw, was master of ceremonies and the Boy Scouts 

lead the flag salute.  Phil Nowlin, extension director, gave the invocation.  Richard Moseley, 

president of Sallisaw’s Chamber of Commerce, gave the welcome and made introductions.  

William G. Ellsroth, director of vocational education for the Brick Institute of America presented 

an award to Ronnie Reese, 1973 national winner of the Skill Olympic Bricklaying Contest. 

   

  Faculty and Staff: 

Harold Tuttle, air conditioning and refrigeration; Margie Walters, business and office; Edward 

Canterbury, masonry; Leonard Jones, sheet metal fabrication; and Mary Katherine Webb, 

coordinator and secretary.  

   

  Campus Principal/Directors (1974–Present) 

Jerry Panter (1974-1984), Principal 

Neal Pack (1984-2000), Director  

Randy Martin, Assistant Director (1999-2000)  

Randy Martin, Director (2001-2006) 

 Dr. Curtis Shumaker, Director (2006–Present) 

 

Also in 1974, Louis Lemons was hired as the Business and Industry Coordinator. His office was 

on the Muskogee Campus. He retired in 1985. 

 

1976 

  Board of Education 1976-1979 

Whitt Abbott ( 1976 – 1994) 

E. W. Warrior (1967 – 1979) 

George Easley (1967 – 1992) 

Leo Donahue (1992 – 1992) 

Claude Harris (1972 – 1992) 

 

 

 

1977 

Jan 28 Warner annexation election approved 

  Chester Hendrix, Superintendent (1977-1988) 

1978 

May 31 Checotah annexation election approved 

Oct 25 Wagoner annexation election approved 

 

1979 

Board of Education 1979-1987 
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Whitt Abbott (1976 – 1994) 

H. E. Duncan (1979 – 1987) 

George Easley (1967 – 1992) 

Leo Donahue (1972 – 1992) 

Claude Harris (1972 – 1992) 

 

   

Jan 24 Rezoning approved 

Feb 23 Boynton annexation election approved, Oktaha annexation election failed 

 

1980 

Mar 26 Okay annexation election approved 

April 23 Hulbert annexation election approved for Zone 1 

 

1982 

Feb 08 Annexation election of Norwood approved 

Feb 24 Annexation election of Oktaha approved 

 

1983 

May 25 Accreditation for adult programs approved 

 

1984 

May 23 Porum annexation election approved 

The Practical Nursing program moved to the Muskogee Campus in the summer of 1984, in time 

for the 1984-85 school year. 

1985 

  James Simmons became Director of Business and Industry Services (1985-2004). 

1986 

April 23 Approved plans for new building for administrative offices, seminar center, classrooms for 

Muskogee 

 Campus 

 

1987 

Board of Education 1987-1992 

Whitt Abbott (1976 – 1994) 

Nathan Sams (1987 – 1998) 

George Easley (1967 – 1992) 

Leo Donahue (1972 – 1992) 

Claude Harris (1972 – 1992) 

 

In 1987, the new district Administration Building was completed on the Muskogee Campus. The 

29,000 square foot building included a seminar center, and instructional meeting rooms.  

Administrators were:  

Chester Hendrix, Superintendent 

Harold O’Dell, Principal.  

Contractor: Ross Construction Co.  

Architect: Bill Stiger & Associates. 

 

1988 

  Dr. John Martin, Superintendent (1988-1993) 
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1989 

Mar 22 Summer orientation approved, $9,184 

May 24 New addition to Sallisaw campus that will house HOE, PN and BAC; 15,000 Sq. Ft. $600,000 

July 19 Purchase of 5 acres; $25,000, Muskogee campus 

Aug 23 Full accreditation approved 

Sept 27 Full accreditation approved, Sallisaw campus 

  The Home of the Future was built. 

 

1990 

Jan 25 $11,209 summer orientation approved 

In 1990, Indian Capital Vo-Tech added a new Practical Nursing program on the Sallisaw 

Campus.  
 

Mar 22 Full accreditation approved 

June 27 Construction of bus barn; 4,096 sq. ft. $125,000 

 

July1  Accomplishments 1990-1991 

 

Installed new office computing network system for recording student records for daytime/ adult 

classes. 

Held 20
th

 Anniversary Celebration 

Completed a steam train replica used in parades 

Began implementing Master Landscape Plan  

Seminar Center wired for satellite conferences. 

Implemented skills assessment testing for entering students. 

Co-op Tutors first hired to assist students in feeder high schools. 

Cosmetology was added to the daytime programs on the Muskogee Campus 

First Practical Nursing class at Sallisaw graduated. 

Students from Talking Leaves began taking classes on the Muskogee Campus 

Night classes for High School credit began 

Summer classes for High School credit began 

Full Tuition Waiver Scholarships for 1991 graduates. 

Test scanner purchased for grading tests. 

Muskogee Campus collected 12,000 pounds of food for 100 needy families. 

 

Nov 29 Construction of seminar center, Stilwell; 6,000 sq. ft. $250,000 local 

 

1991 

Jan 24 Summer orientation, $12,139, summer school, $20,205 

  Oct 24 Rezone to 5 zones 

June  Over 300 8
th

 grade students took part in the Summer Career Orientation program. 

  LPN HOSA Chapter won “Outstanding HOSA Chapter in the Nation”, Muskogee Campus. 

   

 

1992 

Board of Education 1992-1994 

Whitt Abbott (1976 – 1994) 

Nathan Sams (1987 – 1998) 

Jim Carson (1992 – 2004) (2008-Present) 

Roger Sharp (1992 – Present) 
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Leo Donahue (1972-1992) Bob Rolland (1992-1994) 

 

Feb 20 FY 92 summer school approved, $25,335 

April 23 FY 92 summer orientation approved, Muskogee, $8,583 

May 21 3 mill incentive levy passage approved 

Aug 20 Approval of graphic arts program remodel; 6,000 sq. ft. $130,000 

Aug 20 Cooperative agreement w/OSU-Okmulgee 

 

1993 

  Curtis Brackeen, Interim Superintendent (1-1-93 to 3-1-93) 

Jan 28 FY 93 summer orientation grants approved, Muskogee, $6,324; Sallisaw, $3,242; Stilwell, 

$2,063 

Jan 28 FY 93 summer school grant approved; Muskogee, $22,520 

Jan 28 Bid center upgrade grant approved; Muskogee, $12,450 

Mar 01 (No SBVTE action) Dr. Joe Robinson was appointed as Superintendent 

  Dr. Joe Robinson, Superintendent (1993-1997) 

Aug 26 Approval  of construction plans for Oklahoma School Advisory Council; $60,000 funded by the 

Council, 

 1,983 sq ft 

Member, Muskogee Area Educational Consortium 

Articulation Agreements  for college credit as follows: 

Aug 26 Approval of cooperative agreement with OSU Technical Branch-Okmulgee 

Sept 23 Approval of cooperative agreement with Connors State College 

Sept 23 Approval of cooperative agreement with Bacone College 

  Awarded $490,00 in Education Grants 

  25 Students were Scholarship Winners 

  “High Schools that Work” site, Southern Region 

  Tech Prep Consortium member 

  375 Advisory Committee Members for school programs 

1993 

October  Added third Practical Nursing program at Bill Willis campus. 

In October 1993, Indian Capital Vo-Tech took administrative control over the Bill Willis Skills 

Center Practical Nursing program. The practical nursing program originally began as the 

Cherokee Nation School of Practical Nursing, located in Stilwell. In 1987 the program 

transferred to Tahlequah, under the direction of the W.P. (Bill) Willis Skills Center. 

 

In 1993, the Administration Building was moved to the present location, the former Home of the 

Future.   

Business & Industry Services moved into the old Administration Building. 

The building is a 29,000 square foot facility, and now, in 2010, houses the Business and Industry 

staff, Mechatronics program, Instructional Services staff, and Public Information Office. The 

facilities include a Seminar Center, classrooms and meeting rooms. The Indian Capital Business 

and Industry Services (BIS) is a facilitator of the Training for Industry (TIP) program. The 

Indian Capital BIS program provides a wide variety of programs for business and industry 

throughout the district. 

 

Member, Oklahoma Alliance for Manufacturing Excellence consortium 

 

Broker/Agents (1993-Present) 

Gary Jackson (1993-2003) 
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Tony Salazar 

Brad Schell (2003- 

Connie Cunningham 

  

 

Member, Statewide Automated Manufacturing Center (SAMC) Consortium 

(James Simmons was the Representative and Roberta Scott was on the Marketing Committee) 

 

Sponsored, American Chamber of Commerce Research Association Cost of Living Survey. 

(Roberta Scott, PIO, conducted the survey for nine years for the city of Muskogee) 

 

 

1994 

Board of Education 1994-1995 

Whitt Abbott (1976-1994) 

Nathan Sams (1987 – 1998) 

Jim Carson (1992-2004) (2008–Present) 

Roger Sharp (1992-Present) 

Budo Perry (1994 – Present) 

 

 

Jan 27 Resolution from Cherokee County Commissioners to annex to Indian Capital; election called for 

             May 10, 1994. 

First year, 102 Students initiated into National Vocational-Technical Honor Society 

Mar 24 Approval of revision of annexation resolution that was approved 1-27-94; Approval of revised 

                         resolution 

to exclude those parts of Locust Grove in Cherokee County from the election and call another 

election for Locust Grove to annex to Northeast OK AVTS 

May 10 Addition of Cherokee County into district. 

 

May 19 Approval of annexation of Briggs SDCO$$, Grand View SDC)  Keys SDC006; Lost City 

SDC017; Lowrey SCD010; Peggs SDC031, Shady Grove SDC026, Tahlequah SD1035, 

Tenkiller SDC066, and Woodall SDC021 in Cherokee County to Indian Capital AVTS 

  

100% Pass Rate on the National Council License Examination for all PN graduates on all 

campuses. 

June 28 Approval to purchase 9.30 acres of land in Muskogee County (3?10 mile S. of N. entrance of N. 

                        campus 

July 01 W. P. “Bill” Willis Skills Center was transferred to Indian Capital AVTS as a designated Vo- 

  Tech school campus located at Tahlequah.  

 

  Jan Sheets was named Director of the Bill Willis Campus effective July 1, 1994. 

 

July 28 Historic Event: 

 In 1994, throughout the country, there had been a push to get educational communities together. 

Through the School-To-Work process, the lines of communication were being opened to help 

educators develop an educational system focused on providing continuous educational 

opportunities to all individuals. In Muskogee, Oklahoma, educators formed a partnership that 

has become a national model, which proves that with communication and teamwork, educational 

communities can come together to provide a seamless education system from kindergarten 
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through graduate school. 

 

Seven educational leaders from Bacone, College, Connors State College, Northeastern State 

University, Indian Capital Technology Center, Muskogee Campus; Hilldale and Fort Gibson 

public schools, signed a proclamation forming an educational partnership during a luncheon 

ceremony at the Muskogee Civic Center, Thursday, July 28, 1994.  By signing the proclamation, 

the schools sealed the agreement to function as the Muskogee Area Educational Consortium to 

improve the quality of education in the area. 

 

The group pledged cooperation to insure the citizens of the Muskogee area: Partnerships 

designed to provide a seamless education system; opportunities for educational programs of 

highest quality; a variety of educational opportunities – public and private, academic and 

technical; and the most economical delivery of these educational opportunities. This will include 

opportunities from kindergarten through graduate school, public and private, college and 

vocational. 

 

Signers of the proclamation were: Dennis Tanner, President, Bacone College; Ronald D. 

Garner, president Connors State College; Earl Garrison, superintendent, Ft. Gibson Public 

Schools; D.B. Merrill, superintendent, Hilldale Public School; Joseph C. Robinson, 

superintendent, Indian Capital Technology Center; Neil Nuttall, superintendent, Muskogee 

Public Schools; and W. Roger Webb, president, Northeastern State University. 

 

Dr. Joseph Robinson, superintendent of Indian Capital Technology Center, presented the 

proclamation to Muskogee Mayor Kathy Hewitt. The Mayor accepted the proclamation on 

behalf of the citizens of Muskogee. 

 

Speakers at the historical ceremony included Charles Raper, President, Muskogee Chamber of 

Commerce; Sandy Garrett, State Superintendent of Public Instruction; Hans Brisch, Chancellor 

of Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education; and Roy Peters, Director of the State 

Department of CareerTech Education. 

 

The group planned to provide continuing education, career training, seminars, conferences, and 

computer technology to the community, as well as develop grants for comprehensive and higher 

education. 

 

Education is the heartbeat of any community; but in Muskogee, Oklahoma, the beat reflects the 

spirit of cooperation and teamwork of a community dedicated to meeting the challenges of 

change. The consortium and agreement was the beginning of college credit being offered to 

students at Indian Capital Technology Center. 

 

 

 

1995 

Board of Education 1995- 1998 

Budo Perry (1994 – Present) 

Jim Carson (1992-2004) (2008–Present) 

Curtin Brackeen (1995-2010) 

Nathan Sams (1987-1998) 

Roger Sharp (1992-Present) 
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First year, 102 Students initiated into 1995 Indian Capital District National Vocational-Technical 

Honor Society 

 

Feb 23 2 mill building levy passage approved (2-24-96 election) 

 

Feb 23 Approval of full post-secondary accreditation for Muskogee campus 

 

May 18 Approval of cooperative agreement with Carl Albert State College 

 

June 22 Approval to purchase 50 acres of land in Cherokee County for construction of a new campus 

 (Tahlequah) for Cherokee County ($10 purchase price) 

 $1,000,000 spent on state-of-the art equipment and computers. 

  

 Oklahoma Model Site for Technical Competency Profile Curriculum Process 

 Students in Heavy Equipment Operator Training class began preparing the land for the new Bill 

Willis school building site in Tahlequah. 

  

 Bill Willis Campus granted North Central Accreditation. 

 Bill Willis Campus granted state post-secondary accreditation 

  

August 100% OVA & AVA Membership Award, Tahlequah Campus 

 Pam Jestice, Instructor, “1994-1995 Outstanding Oklahoma Teacher Award” 

 Anita Risner, Instructional Coordinator, “1995 Oklahoma Vocational Educator of the Year” 

 Budo Perry, School Board Clerk, appointed member, Oklahoma Vocational Education Council, 

appointed representative, School Board Legislative Committee. 

 Nathan Sams, Board Vice President, Nathan Sams Scholarship established by United Airlines 

 Roger Sharp, Board Member, inducted into NSU 1995 Administrators Hall of Fame 

 Dr. Joe Robinson,Superintendent, Chairman of Oklahoma School Advisory Council. 

 Sue Godwin, STW Coord, State Board of Regents for Higher Education Applied Curriculum 

Committee, &  State Department of Education Priority Skills Committee. 

 David West, Director, 1994-`995 Oklahoma Leadership Development Institute 

 Roberta Scott , PIO, OKSPRA Award of Merit, 3-4 color Publication 

 Dr. Joseph Robinson, AVA Region IV Vice President 

Anita Risner, AVA “Region IV Vocational Educator of the Year” 

 Anita Risner, Inst. Coord. “1995 National AVA Vocational Educator of the Year” 

 Roberta Scot, PIO, Special Merit Award for Excellence, Special Publication, National 

Association of Vocational-Technical Communicators (NAVTEC), Denver, CO 

  

 

September Shawntel Smith, member of the Indian Capital School-to-Work Consortium, was crowned “Miss 

America” 

 W. P. “Bill” Willis received the “Heritage Award” by Tahlequah Chamber of Commerce 

 Indian Capital presented National AVA 100% Membership Award 

1996 

Feb 21 2 mill building levy election passage 2-13-96 

Oct 24 Purchase of 3.5 acres south of Muskogee campus for expansion of business and industry training  

  Programs @ $57,000 

  Remodeled front foyer of the main building of Muskogee Campus 

  100 % pass rate on the National Council License Exam for all PN graduates on all campuses 

  1
st
 Place National Outstanding HOSA Chapter 
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Aug  ICTC received “OVTEC Hall of Honor Award for 1996” 

  (For the Marketing Project: “Educating Everyone Takes Everyone” led by Roberta Scott, PIO) 

  Implemented third year Air Conditioning On-Site-Training 

Roberta Scott, PIO, Received 2 State Oklahoma School Public Relations Awards (OKSPRA) for      

ICTC for Publications. 

  District Practical Nursing Office established on Sallisaw Campus 

EMS instructor, Terry Mortenson, named “Top State EMS Instructor” with highest student pass 

rate for EMS Certification 

Hosted visit of Edward M. Augustus, Jr., Chief of Staff to the Asst. Secretary for 

Intergovernmental and Interagency Affairs (OIIA) 

Fort Howard Corporation, Muskogee, “OVTEC National Outstanding Contribution to 

Vocational Education Award for 1996”, nominated by Indian Capital, accompanied by Roberta 

Scott, PIO, to Washington, D. C. to receive the award. 

“State U. S. Planning for Life Award”: Jeanie Ford, Donnie Poindexter, Allan Steely, and Kathy 

Adair. 

1997 

Jan 23 Approval of full postsecondary accreditation for Bill Willis campus 

In the fall of 1997, approval was obtained for a new evening practical nursing program on the 

Stilwell Campus.   

  Jan Sheets, Interim Superintendent (5-22-97 to 6-30-97) 

May 21  Ms. Jan Sheets named as Interim Superintendent 

May 21 Dr. Earl Garrison named Superintendent effective July 1, 1997 

  Dr. Earl Garrison, Superintendent (1997-2005) 

Dec  18 Approval of remodeling project of an addition to the “House of the Future” @ $200,490 

 

1998 

Board of Education 1998-2004 

Budo Perry (1994 – Present) 

Jim Carson (1992-2004) (2008–Present) 

Curtin Brackeen (1995-2010) 

Roger Sharp (1992-Present) 

Alexander Springs (1998 – Present) 

 

 

March  31 The new Practical Nursing program began March 31, 1998 on the Stilwell Campus. 

 

June 25 Approval of new construction plans @ Tahlequah campus (75,817 sq ft at $4,000,000) 

July 01 Adoption of marketing name change to Indian Capital Technology Center 

 The Oklahoma Department of Vocational and Technical Education officially changed its name 

to Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education, also known as CareerTech.  

Indian Capital Area Vo-Tech District officially had the name of the district changed to Indian 

Capital Technology Center in 1998.   

 

1999 

Sept 27 Approval of full secondary accreditation provided the “Plan of Action” submitted is fully 

 implemented 

  

1998-1999 ICTC ranked 14
th

 largest Technology Center in enrollment out of 29 centers. 

 

2000 
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April 20 Approval to remodel the existing Electronics program facility, 3,000 sq ft at the cost of $65,000 

  ($21.666 per sq ft) to be funded by local incentive and building funds 

June 22 Approval of full post secondary accreditation for the Sallisaw and Stilwell campuses 

Aug 22 Approval of Cooperative Agreement with Connors State College for students to receive college 

credit 

  Toward an Associate of Applied Science in Applied Technology in Heating and Air 

Conditioning Tech,  

  Automotive Service Technology, Industrial Electronics Tech, Brick Masonry Tech 

Dec 19 Approval of continued full postsecondary accreditation for the Bill Willis campus 

1999-2000 ICTC ranked 17
th

 largest Technology Center in enrollment in the state, out of 29 centers.  

 

2001 

May 17 Approval of 2452 sq ft classroom remodel, Sallisaw campus, at $57.0962 per sq ft, total cost of 

  $140,000; anticipated completion date August, 2001 

July 14 Approval of cooperative agreements with OSU-Okmulgee in Applied Science 

 

2000-2001 ICTC ranked 20
th

 largest Technology Center in enrollment in the state, out of 29 centers. 

 

2002 

2001-2002 ICTC ranked 17
th

 largest Technology Center in enrollment in the state, out of 29 centers. 

 

2003 
 

2002-2003 ICTC ranked 16
th

 largest Technology Center in enrollment in the state, out of 29 centers. 

 

2004 

Board of Education 2004-2008 

Budo Perry (1994 – Present) 

Roger Sharp (1992-Present) 

Curtin Brackeen (1995-2010) 

Alexander Springs (1998 – Present) 

Roy Ogden (2004-2008) 

 

July 1  David West becomes Director of Business and Industry Services (BIS).  

2003-2004 ICTC ranked 5
th

 largest Technology Center in enrollment in the state, out of 29 centers. 

  (ICTC jumped from 16
th

 largest Tech Center in enrollment to 5
th

.) 

 

2005 

2004-2005 ICTC ranked 3
rd

 largest Technology Center in enrollment in the state, out of 29 centers. 

  Dr. Bill White, Interim Superintendent (12-1-04 to 6-30-05) 

 

2005   
The Conference and Culinary Arts building was completed and dedicated. 

  Dedication Plaque: 

Board of Education 

  Budo Perry, President 

  Roger Sharp, Vice President 

  Curtis Brackeen, Clerk 

  Alexander Springs, Member 

  Roy Ogden, Member 
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  Superintendent: Dr. Earl Garrison 

  Director: Jerry Belton 

  Bates/LZW, Architect and Land Planning 

  RSB/Ricketts Construction Company 

 

July 1  Tom Stiles, Superintendent (2005 to Present)  

  

2006 

Feb 16 Approval for Cooperative Alliance Agreement between Indian Capital Technology Center and  

  Connors State College 

May 18 Full postsecondary accreditation approved for Indian Capital Technology Center 

 

Sept 21 Approval for construction of 11,794 square foot building to house Health Science Technology, 

Practical Nursing, and Surgical Technology programs as well as campus administrative offices 

and board rooms on the Stilwell Campus. 

 

2005-2006 Listed the 6
th

 Largest Technology Center in enrollment. 

 

2007 

2006-2007 Listed the 6
th

 Largest Technology Center in enrollment. 

 

 

2008 

Board of Education 2008-2010 

Budo Perry , President(1994 – Present) 

Jim Carson, Vice President (1992-2004) (2008–Present) 

Curtin Brackeen, clerk (1995-2010) 

Roger Sharp, Member (1992-Present) 

Alexander Springs , Member (1998 – Present) 

 

2007-2008 ICTC ranked 8
th

 largest Technology Center in enrollment, out of 29 centers. 

 

2009 

 

2008-2009 ICTC ranked 6
th

 largest Technology Center in enrollment, out of 29 centers. 

 

2010 

Board of Education 2008-2010 

President:Budo Perry (1994 – Present) 

Vice President: Jim Carson (1992-2004) (2008–Present) 

  Clerk:  Curtin Brackeen (1995-2010) 

Member: Roger Sharp (1992-Present) 

Member:Alexander Springs (1998 – Present 

 

May 10 10
th

 Anniversary Celebration of the Bill Willis Campus, Tahlequah 

 

The Indian Capital Technology Center’s Bill Willis Campus, Tahlequah celebrated its 10
th

 

anniversary in the present facility, with a reception in the Herb Rozelle Conference Center. The 

event recognized those people who helped make the Tech Center a reality in Cherokee County 

and paid tribute to the school’s commitment to provide educational and career opportunities to 
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the citizens of Cherokee County. 

 

The Conference Center was filled with community members, business leaders, legislators, 

parents, alumni, past and current faculty and staff and students. Our sincerest gratitude to all who 

have worked to make our school something of which we can all be proud. 

 

“With the close of our first decade at Tahlequah, we are already looking ahead to another ten 

years of education excellence for Cherokee County. We thank everyone who joined us at our 

celebration,” said Tom Stiles, Superintendent. “ It is wonderful to spend an evening in the 

company of our friends and allies who made this Tech Center possible. We would not be here 

without the support of the great people of Cherokee County, our friends, and allies.”  

 

Campus History – Presented by Tom Stiles, Superintendent 

 

“On May 10, 1994, Cherokee County residents voted to annex those areas of Cherokee County 

not already served by a Technology Center which included Tahlequah, Hulbert, Sequoyah, Lost 

City, Woodall, Keys, Peggs, Tenkiller, Briggs, Grandview, Lowrey, Shady Grove, Park Hill, and 

Welling school districts. This vote gave approval for Indian Capital Vo-Tech to take over the 

legal operation of the W.P. (Bill) Willis Skills Center on July 1. Senator Herb Rozell was 

instrumental in keeping the Skills Center open, allowing us that opportunity. The Skills Center, 

located at 1400 S. Hensley Drive, Tahlequah, became the fourth campus of the Indian Capital 

Vo-Tech District. The first campus director was Jan Sheets, the former Superintendent of 

Tahlequah Public Schools. 

With the help of Senator Herb Rozell, the necessary funding was secured, and a new facility was 

built on 50 acres of land (donated by the city) located in the Tahlequah Industrial Park on a hill 

overlooking the airport and the industrial park.  Many people in this room today…were 

instrumental in making this facility a reality……The facility was completed in December of 

1999. Board members were Budo Perry, President; Jim Carson, Vice President; Curtis Brackeen, 

Clerk; Roger Sharp, Member; Alexander “Bo” Springs, Member. Dr. Earl Garrison was 

Superintendent and Jan Sheets was the Director. Bates/LZW was responsible for the Architecture 

and Land Planning and DACO Construction constructed the facility. The first classes began on 

January 10, 2000. The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony was held on April 28, 2000. 

Ever since the first day this facility opened; Indian Capital Technology Center has shown a 

genuine commitment to preparing students for the future by providing them opportunities to earn 

advanced certifications, explore their individual career options, and receive college credit. 

The mission of Indian Capital Technology Center is to prepare people for success in the 

workplace.  Indian Capital Technology Center is successfully partnering with Cherokee County 

business and industry to ensure that students and employees are equipped with the skills required 

for lifelong career success…..today we celebrate a decade of education excellence.” 

 

Tribute to W. P. “Bill” Willis – Jerry Davis, former Assistant Director 

Tahlequah Democrat W. P. “Bill” Willis will forever have a place in Oklahoma history as the 

man who literally paved the roads to progress in Cherokee County, and changed the quality of 

life for all Oklahomans during his 28 years as a state representative and his three terms as 

speaker of the House of Representatives for the State of Oklahoma. Bill Willis came to the 

Oklahoma State Legislature when the pay was less than $5 a day. He not only served Oklahoma 

at great personal sacrifice, but it was the way he served that mattered most – with dignity, 

compassion and honor. 

 

Bill Willis was the foremost authority on the state budget and finances. The quiet Kiowa Indian 
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from Tahlequah cared about people, and he was known for his long crusade in changing the 

treatment and attitudes towards those with emotional and mental health problems. He operated 

under a simple philosophy. (quote) “I think government exists to help people who need help. 

That should be the sole function – helping people.” 

 

Bill Willis will always be remembered as a good man, a family man, a respected gentleman and 

statesman, who lived a life of outstanding service to mankind and Oklahoma. …. We are proud 

to have our Technology Center bear his name….Bill Willis Campus….Tahlequah. 

 

Dignitaries attending the 10
th

 Anniversary celebration included: 

State Senator Jim Wilson 

Former Senator Herb Rozell 

Billie Crosslin, daughter of the late W. P. “Bill” Willis 

State Representatives: Mike Brown, John Auffet, Wade Rousselot. 

Mayor Ken Purdy 

Cherokee Nation Deputy Chief Joe and Gwynn Grayson 

Ronnie Owens, Retired, ODCTE 

Cherokee County Commissioner, Doug Hubbard 

Former ICTC Assistant Director, Jerry Davis 

Leslie and Sarah Sheets, daughters of the late Jan Sheets, first Bill Willis Campus Director 

HOSA State Officer, James Newman 

Former Employees of Bill Willis Campus and Current Employees 

10
th

 Anniversary Committee: Vickie Cone, Chairman; Jill Fisher, Kathie Morris, Andrea 

McElmurry, Dee Scribner, Roberta Scott 

 

Ever since the Muskogee Campus opened in 1970, Indian Capital Technology Center has served 

the district by building student self-esteem and job preparedness. It serves employers who need 

to have a constant flow of trained workers in an era of technological advance. It serves area 

adults in need of new skills to continue employment or to find better jobs. 

 

Indian Capital Technology Center’s continuing goal is to provide career training in an advanced, 

automated work environment. With input from business and industry, it has anticipated the type 

of workplace our students will enter, and the skills they need for satisfying employment. It 

provides custom tailored training programs, expert assistance and training facilities to business 

and industry to help them compete in a global marketplace. It is helping people and businesses 

grow and succeed as they systematically face change. It is the hands for unlocking minds. It 

offers students a head start on college and prepares them for jobs offering some of the greatest 

career opportunities for the future. 


